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TRADE SUMMARY 
U.S. SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $170 MILLION 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $169.9 million during July-December 
1985, up 7 percent from year earlier levels. Vegetable seed exports, at 

$66.4 million, declined 1 percent below July-December 1984. Corn seed exports 
for the 6 months totaled 11,344 metric tons valued at $37.2 million, a 141 
percent increase in value. The value of grain sorghum seed exports increased 
3 percent to $12.6 million. Forage seed exports dropped 15 percent in value 
to $29.9 million. Soybean seed shipments decreased 28 percent in value to 
$2.9 million. 


France moved ahead of Mexico as the largest market for U.S. seeds for planting 
during the period, increasing 290 percent with shipments totaling $27 

million. Exports to Mexico slipped 10 percent to $25.3 million. Shipments to 
Italy almost doubled, totaling $21 million for the 6 month period. Exports to 
Japan continued to slow, totaling $16.2 million, 22 percent under a year 
earlier. 


Movement of U.S. seeds to the European Community increased 87 percent to $66.7 
million. Corn seeds were the largest item exported to the EC with shipments 

increasing sevenfold to $32.1 million. France accounted for over $22 million 
of this amount. The next largest category was vegetable seeds, with sales of 
$19.8 million, up 35 percent from July-December 1984. Forage seed exports to 
the European Community dropped 20 percent to $5.7 million in that time period. 


Forage and turf seed exports declined 15 percent to $29.9 million in value 

and were down 38 percent in volume at 19,472 metric tons. Japan and Mexico 
were the largest markets for U.S. forage and turf seeds. Shipments to 

Japan totaled 3,955 tons, down 14 percent, and shipments to Mexico declined 5 
percent to 3,407 tons. Shipments to Saudi Arabia decreased 72 percent 

to 2,449 tons, while the Canadian market was down 25 percent at 1,848 tons. 
Uncertified alfalfa seed exports were down 46 percent at 746 tons, while 
certified alfalfa shipments declined 9 percent to 3,456 tons. Mexico and 
Saudi Arabia were the largest alfalfa seed markets. Bentgrass and Kentucky 
bluegrass seed exports were slow, decreasing 24 percent and 49 percent in 
volume to 819 tons and 934 tons, respectively, for the first half of the 
marketing year. Clover seed exports were very active, increasing 60 percent 
to 1,847 tons valued at $3.5 million. Fescue seed exports dropped 39 percent 
to 1,592 tons. Shipments of fescue seed to Japan totaled 573 tons, 36 percent 
of total shipments. Ryegrass exports declined 30 percent to 4,509 tons valued 
at $3.2 million. Timothy seed exports declined 20 percent to 951 tons, valued 
at $920,000. Other grasses declined 62 percent in volume to 4,055 tons 

valued at $5.9 million. — 


Vegetable seed exports declined by 6 percent to 22,275 tons for the first 
half, but decreased only 1 percent in value to $66.4 million. Exports to 
Mexico totaled $13.6 million, 20 percent of all vegetable seed exports. Other 
major markets for vegetable seeds included Japan with $7.6 million, Italy with 
$7.5 million, the Netherlands with $5.6 million, and Iraq with $4.9 million. 
Exports to the EC increased 35 percent in value to $19.8 million. The major 
vegetable seeds exported were bean, tomato, sweet corn, watermelon, and pea 
seeds with $7.1 million, $5.8 million, $4.8 million, $4.5 million, and $4.4 
million, respectively. 


Flower seed exports also showed a decline for the first half of the 1985/86 
marketing year, totaling $4.5 million, 17 percent below a year ago. Shipments 
to the EC declined 11 percent, but made up 63 percent of total flower seed 
exports. 


Corn seed exports (except sweet) made a tremendous advance, totaling 11,344 
tons valued at $37.2 million. Value was up 141 percent from last year's 
levels. Shipments to Italy totaled 4,465 tons, valued at $9.7 million. 
Shipments to France totaled 4,194 tons valued at $22.4 million. In all, the 
EC accounted for 83 percent of corn seed exports. Other major markets were 
Spain with 771 tons and Japan with 603 tons. 


Grain sorghum shipments were active this first half, totaling 26,024 tons, up 
102 percent, and valued at $12.6 million, an increase of only 3 percent. 
Venezuela was the largest market, with shipments of 15,768 tons, compared with 
4,764 tons a year earlier. Exports to Mexico totaled 5,302 tons, an increase 
of 41 percent over last year. 


Soybean seed exports declined by 19 percent, to 9,158 tons. Value was $2.9 
million. Mexico was the biggest customer, with 5,851 tons, followed by 
Italy, with 1,872 tons. 


Shipments of seeds not specifically identified as to kind totaled 35,533 tons 
valued at $15.9 million. Saudi Arabia was the largest customer with 9,226 
tons. Other important markets during the first half were the Netherlands, 
Canada, the United Kingdom, and Belgium-Luxembourg, with 5,703 tons, 3,962 
tons, 3,547 tons, and 3,484 tons, respectively. 
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1986-490-916 :40264/FAS 


GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


=U). 


Do you need 
information 
about 


e Overseas markets and buy- 
ing trends? 


e New competitors and 
products? 


Trade policy developments? 


Overseas promotional 
activities? 


Bae — 


Getting » Lerger Slice 
Ot the World's Veiue Added Pie 


Then Foreign Agriculture — USDA's fact-filled monthly agricultural trade magazine — is 
for you. Based on official USDA data available nowhere else, Foreign Agriculture 
articles are clear and crisp, written to provide the export information you need, in a con- 
cise and extremely readable form. 


Special information is found in Foreign Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted news depart- 
ments: Fact File, Country Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing News. And its tables 
and graphs will give you an immediate grasp of what’s going on overseas. 


In addition, periodic special issues—such as the one devoted entirely to value-added 
exports—will give you a wide range of detailed information about overseas markets. 


If you use agricultural facts and figures in your business, you need Foreign Agriculture. 


Subscribe today! Just $16.00 ($20.00 for foreign delivery) brings you Foreign Agriculture 
for 12 full months. 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Please print or type 


Write check payable to: 
Superintendent of Documents 


MAIL ORDER FORM TO: 


Superintendent of Documents 
Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 


For Office Use Only 
Quantity Charges 
Publications 

Subscriptions 

Special Shipping Charges 

International Handling 

Special Charges 

OPNR 


UPNS 
Balance Due 
Discount 
Refund 


Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 


$16.00 domestic (United States and its possessions); $20.00 foreign. The Government 
Printing Office requires that foreign addressees send international money orders, 
UNESCO coupons, or checks drawn on a domestic bank only. 


Enclosed is $ 
<< Check 

“) Money order 
| Charge to my Deposit Account 


Credit Card Orders Only (visa and Mastercard) 


Total charges $ 


Credit card No. 
No. 


Order No: Expiration Date Month/Year 


Name—First, Last 


{ee J | Ned A [eee 


Company Name or Additional Address Line 


a | ie | ee eee eae See ae eh 


Street Address 


IL ETI SESS To aE SC a Ee 


City State Zip Code 
Country 


LIT TET TENE TEAST ET a eS ET EV dU a 


FAS Circulars: 


Market Information For 


Agricultural Exporters 


As an agricultural exporter, you 
need timely, reliable informa- 
tion on changing consumer 
preferences, needs of foreign 
buyers, and the supply and de- 
mand situation in countries 
around the world. 


The Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice can provide that information 
in its commodity circulars. 


World agricultural information 
and updates on special FAS 
export services for the food 
and agricultural trade all are 
available in these periodic 
circulars. 


For a sample copy of these 
reports—which can supply you 
with the information you need 
to make sound busi- 

ness decisions—check the box 
indicated, fill out the address 
form and mail it today. 


FAS-829 (Rev. 9-84) 


To subscribe: Indicate which publications you want. Send a check for the total amount 


payable to the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s 


checks, or international money orders will be accepted. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 
Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 


Information Division 

Room 4644-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 


No. of Subscriptions 


| | 


HTT TTR 


Cocoa (2 issues) 
Coffee (3 issues) 
Cotton (12 issues) 


Dairy, Livestock & Poultry: 

Export Trade & Prospects (8 issues) 
Meat & Dairy Monthly Imports (12 issues) 
Dairy Situation (2 issues) 

Livestock & Poultry Situation (2 issues) 
All 24 Reports Listed Above 


Grains: 

World Grain Situation & Outlook (16 issues) 
Export Markets for U.S. Grain (12 issues) 
USSR Grain Situation & Outlook (12 issues) 
All 40 Reports Listed Above 


Horticultural Products (12 issues) 
Oilseeds & Products (13 issues) 
Seeds (4 issues) 

Sugar, Molasses & Honey (3 issues) 
Tea, Spices & Essential Oils (3 issues) 
Tobacco (12 issues) 

World Crop Production (12 issues) 
Wood Products (4 issues) 


Total Reports Ordered 


0 Please send me a sample copy. 


Enclosed is my Check for $. 


Name (Last, first, middie initial) 


Organization or Firm 


Street or P.O. Box Number 


City 


Country 


Subscription Rate 
Domestic Foreign 


$ 3.00 
5.00 
20.00 


14.00 
20.00 
3.00 
4.00 
41.00 


28.00 
20.00 
15.00 
63.00 


20.00 
27.00 
9.00 
5.00 
5.00 
25.00 
18.00 
7.00 


$4.00 
10.00 
30.00 


22.00 
25.00 
4.00 
7.00 
58.00 


41.00 
30.00 
20.00 
91.00 


30.00 
42.00 
15.00 

8.00 

7.00 
40.00 
25.00 
10.00 


Total Subscription Price 


Made Payable to Foreign Agricultural Service. 


Te 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250 FIRST-CLASS MAIL 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 
USDA-FAS 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS WASHINGTON, D.C. 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 PERMIT No. G-262 


If your address should be changed PRINT 
OR TYPE the new address, including ZIP CODE and 
return the whole sheet and/or envelope to: 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 4644 So. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, D.C. 20250 


